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A  report  today  shows  USBA's  expanded  efforts  in  market  development  "br ought 
results  last  fiscal  year. . .drouth  predictions  are  being  withdrawn  in  Russia...  our 
researchers  have  found  even  children  know  "bargains,  and  drink  accordingly,  and 
they've  also  discovered  that  it  paid- -once- -to  sow  a  few  wild  oats.    Really  we  live 
in  a  pretty  diverse  world. 

NEW  RECORB    FOR  EXPORTS 

U.  S.  Agricultural  exports  set  a  new  record  for  volume  in  the 
fiscal  year  that  ended  June  30,  Secretary  Benson  announced  this  after- 
noon.   Export  sales  for  dollars  came  to  $3.3  billion,  compared  with 
$2A  billion  the  previous  year.    Bollar  sales  accounted  for  over  70 
percent  of  all  agri.  exports.    Special  export  programs,  mainly  Public 
Law  ij-80,  accounted  for  the  balance.    On  a  value  basis,  total  agricul- 
tural exports  for  the  year  appear  to  have  reached  $^.5  billion,  or  more. 
Only  1956-57;  "when  exports  were  accelerated  by  the  Suez  crisis,  exceeded 
past  year's  totals. 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  30  SECONDS 


Our  For.  Agri.  Serv.  reports  that  late  spring  rains  and  warmer  weather  in  Euro- 
pean Russia  have  brightened  Soviet  crop  prospects  for  i960,  though  dust  storms 
earlier  in  the  southern  Ukraine  and  North  Caucasus  blew  out  winter  crops  and  indi- 
cated a  drouth  ahead  Meanwhile,  the  Soviets  have  sown  some  2§-  million  acres  oi 

monogerm  sugar  beet  seed  this  spring.    Hide  use  of  this  seed  will  greatly  reduce 
hand  labor  expended  in  blocking  and  thinning  the  stands  produced  by  multiple  seed. . . 

 Prospects  for  i960  wheat  production  all  around  the  Northern  Hemisphere  are 

generally  favorable,  according  to  reports  gleaned  by  FAS.    It's  still  a  little  early, 

but  another  near-record  crop  seems  probable  Brouth  may  cut  Pakistan's  rice 

crop,  upping  the  need  for  imports. 


BARGAINS  BOOST  SALE 


Children  who  can  buy  milk  at  reduced  prices  under  the  Special  Milk 
Program  drink  more  each  day  than  do  youngsters  in  other  schools.  Ag. 
Marketing  Service  researchers  recently  talked  to  boys  and  girls  in  100 
schools,  found  the  milk  program  schools  had  students  who  consumed  25. 1 
ounces  per  day,  compared  to  23.^  ounces  for  others.    Home  milk  consump- 
tion was  about  equal. 
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WO  BASE  HITS  BY  RESEARCH 

Disease-resistant  oats  given  superior  protection  by  the  resistance  inherent  in 
a  type  of  wild  oat  plus  a  lucky  break  in  genetics  may  now  increase  the  prospect  for 
development  of  oat  varieties  resistant  to  all  known  races  or  kinds  of  that  most 
serious  oat  malady,  crown  rust.    Research  done  by  the  Iowa  Agri.  Exp.  Station  and 
the  USDA  did  it.    Efforts  toward  this  goal  were  intensified  in  1957  when  races  of 
crown  rust  first  became  a  serious  threat  to  U.  S.  oat  production.  Meanwhile, 
resistance  to  a  deadly  (for  soybeans)  fungus  disease,  phytophthora  root  and  stem 
rot,  is  being  built  into  susceptible  varieties  of  soybeans  grown  commercially  in 
several  areas  of  U.  S.  where  the  disease  is  a  serious  problem.    Phytophthora  attacks 
soybeans  grown  in  poorly- drained,  compact  soils  or  in  soils  on  which  excessive  flood 
irrigation  is  used.    Since  1951,  when  it  was  first  identified  in  the  U.  S.  it  has 
caused  heavy  losses  in  Ohio  and  sporadic  damage  in  other  soybean-producing  states. 
Resistance  has  been  transferred  into  several  previously  susceptible  varieties  by 
cooperating  state-USDA  scientists  at  the  U.  S.  Regional  Soybean  Laboratory  at 
Urbana,  111. 

U.  S.  POULTRY  IS  GETTING  AROUND 

Increased  exports  of  U.  S.  poultry  products  have  been  one  of  the 
attainments  of  the  Department's  market  development  efforts  in  cooper- 
ation with  private  industry.    Early  this  week  an  Agricultural  Export 
Advisory  Committee  representing  annual  U.  S.  exports  of  more  than  $60 
million  worth  of  poultry  and  poultry  products  announced  it  would  set  up 
an  info.  exch.  committee  to  work  with  Gov't  agencies  involved  in  the 
upcoming  sessions  of  GAIT  (Gen'l  Agreement  on  Tariff  and  Trade).  The 
group  met  here  at  USDA's  invitation  in  order  to  give  poultry  industry 
spokesmen  an  opportunity  to  exchange  info,  and  present  views  regarding 
the  U<  S.  position  and  actions  at  the  GAIT  negotiations  to  be  held  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland  from  September  i960  to  August  1961. 

IKE  AT  GRANGE  DEDICATION 

On  Wednesday  we  went  over  to  help  our  friends  in  the  National  Grange  dedicate 
their  new"  Grange -owned  11-story  building  at  l6l6  H  St.  N.W.    Claude  Mahoney,  MBS; 
Washington,  was  on  hand  as  was  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago.    President  Eisenhower, 
speaking  briefly  from  the  open  air  platform,  congratulated  the  Grange  and  expressed 
pleasure  at  the  opportunity  to  participate,  after  Nat'l  grange  Master  Herschel 
Newsom  had  told  briefly  how  the  new  headquarters  was  the  realization  of  a  long-time 
dream.    Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  pronounced  the  benediction.    The  U.  S.  Marine 
Band  was  on  hand  to  provide  appropriate  music  for  the  occasion  as  over  two  thousand 
Grangers  and  friends  (including  most  of  the  State  Masters  and  their  wives)  watched 
from  seats  in  the  parking  lot  behind  the  building.    One-time  farm  bdcstrs.  Roy 
Battles,  ass't  to  the  Grange  Master,  and  Jack  Jackson,  former  Grange  Pub.  rel.  Dir. 
(back  for  a  week  from  his  new  job  with  the  Agri.  Hall  of  Fame)  helped  keep  the  cere- 
monies running  smoothly. 

The  new  edifice,  housing  the  Grange  Headquarters  as  well  as  several  other  nat'l 
headquarters  of  agricultural  associations,  is  indeed  a  highly  significant  achieve- 
ment.    Our  congratulations  to  the  Grange. 
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ALL  THIS  AMD  BERMUDA  SHORTS 

From  all  reports,  the  summer  meeting  at  Fresno  must  go  down  as  one  of  the  "best 
meetings  in  the  history  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Tel.  &  Radio  Farm  Directors.  Jack 
Towers  came  home  proclaiming  it  had  everything- -solid  organization,  and  a  superior 
lineup  of  program  features.    Highlight  was  the  series  of  tours  covering  the  agri- 
culture of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  and  of  Fresno  county       the  "number  one  agri- 
cultural county  in  the  United  States."    Besides  this,  those  attending  saw  Ually 
Erickson,  host  and  prexy  of  NATRFD,  uade  honorary  mayor  of  Fresno  for  a  day. . . 
Charlie  Caudle  making  convention  fashion  history  trith  Bermuda  shorts. .. .and  a  warm 
salute  to  one  of  the  first  farm  broadcasters- -Frank  Mullen  "who  started  it  all  in 
1921  at  KBKA,  Pittsburgh,  now  in  business  in  Los  Angeles. 

"Agribusiness  Capital"  of  the  country  is  Fresno's  claim  for  itself.  Several 
panel  discussions  were  devoted  to  this  concept.    Guest  speakers  demonstrated  the 
close  and  effective  cooperation  between  farmers,  bankers,  commodity  marketing 
organizations,  and  the  Federal  and  State  governments.    Instead  of  worrying  about 
the  dwindling  percentage  of  farmers  in  the  population,  people  at  Fresno  point  to 
the  dominant  role  farmers  have  in  70  percent  of  the  county  economy,  which  they  call 
"agribusiness. " 

The  tours  were  masterfully  handled  by  county  extension  director  (county  agent) 
Ray  Crouch,  and  his  17-man  technical  staff.    Crouch's  group  is  highly  specialized, 
and  handles  considerable  applied  research  on  basic  research  results  passed  along 
"by  the  research  staff  at  the  University  of  California  at  Davis.    They  also  handle 
the  regular  extension  education  programs. 

Several  RFDs  said  farmers  from  their  areas  would  benefit  tremendously  by  a  trip 
to  view  Fresno  county  agriculture.    It's  based  on  irrigation  of  the  rich  San  Joaquin 
valley  soil.    Over  200  different  crops  are  produced,  there  are  mammoth  dairy  opera- 
tions, big  cattle  feeding  layouts,  certified  seed  "ranches" .. .huge  areas  of  grapes, 
lots  of  fruit  (peaches,  apricots,  plums,  etc.),  and  cotton  is  the  number  one  crop. 
Coupled  with  all  this,  the  highly- developed  cooperative  effort  between  the  farmers 
and  their  commodity  groups,  cooperatives,  and  supporting  business  in  the  cities  and 
small  towns  is  an  example  of  what  could  be  accomplished  in  many  other  areas.  Some 
RFDs  called  it  "the  farming  of  the  future." 

The  final  event,  the  "Luau"  revealed  some  spirited  entertainers  among  the 
NATRFD  ranks  —  Maynard  Speece,  Jack  Tinmons,  Bob  Miller,  and  of  course,  Charlie 
Caudle.    The  whole  thing  does  sound  formidable. 

"GRASSROOTS  AMBASSADORS"  IN  7th  SESSION 

Ted  Hutchcroft  of  the  Nat'l  k-E  Foundation  lets  us  know  that 
another  "little  United  Nations"  will  take  place  this  summer  at  the 
Univ.  of  Mo.,  Columbia,  July  25  to  30  when  99  rural  young  people  from 
37  countries  gather  to  compare  notes  on  their  respective  visits  with 
farm  families  in  the  U.  S.  They  are,  of  course,  participants  in  the 
Int'l  Farm  Youth  Exchange  (IFYE),  a  k-E  Club  people-to-people  program, 
and  this  will  be  the  7th  annual  Mid-Point  meeting,  at  the  halfway  point 
in  their  U.  S.  sojourns. 

LOWER  INTEREST  RATE 

Crop  certificates  issued  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to  banks  and  other 
financial  institutions  for  financing  i960  crop  price  support  loans  will  be  3^  per- 
cent per  year,  the  USDA  announced  Thursday.    The  new  rate,  in  effect  Aug.  1,  is  not 
retroactive.    Institutions  which  invest  funds  in  i960  crop  price  support  loans  this 
month  will  earn  interest  at  k  percent  through  July  31,  i960,  and  3^  percent  there- 
after.   The  interest  rate  for  1959  loans  was  k  percent. 


-  If  - 


OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

And  women  and  children,  too,  sometimes.    Roddy  and  Bettimae  and  Ricky  Peeples 
(KWFT,  Wichita  Falls)  announce  the  debut  of  Miss  Deidre  Lynn  Peeples  into  their 
household  on  June  8.    Roddy  informs  that  she  arrived  with  a  head  full  of  "black  hair. 

and  that  Mom  is  okay,  too.    Congratulations  to  you,  the  Peeples  Norm  Kraeft, 

WGN,  Chicago,  has  run  2-col,  13-inch  ads  in  five  midwestern  farm  mags  plugging  his 
expanded  schedule  of  farm  shows  on  radio  and  TV.    Each  ad  carries  a  picture  of  Norm 
with  John  Almburg,  Chicago  Lvsk  Exch.,  and  Larry  Caine  of  the  Stockyards  company.... 
....Cotton  John  Smith  of  Amarillo  has  staked  a  claim  to  a  TV  "first":    Believes  his 
Saturday  afternoon  program  of  May  28  was  the  first  TV  show  anywhere  to  serve  as  solf 
goal  of  a  trailride  (genuine  cowboys  and  cattlemen  in  the  saddles).    Forty  riders 
pulled  up  at  the  KGNC  corral  after  a  two- day  trip  down  70  miles  of  Route  66.  Trail- 
boss  F.  Jake  Hess,  a  Hereford  breeder  of  note,  and  other  principals  of  the  "ride  foi 
show"  outfit  took  their  turns  on  camera  standing-up.    Hess  figured  the  ride  a  fair 
exchange  for  a  chance  to  invite  viewers  to  ride  (horseless  carriage- style)  over  to 
McLean,  Texas,  for  the  annual  rodeo  and  horse  show.    Cotton  John  figured  real  cow- 
boys, their  horses  and  chuck  wagon,  provided  the  right  elements  for  a  good  show. 
Everyone  seemed  right  pleased. 

FOR  THE  TAPE  WORMS 

These  are  new  in  our  tape  library.    Send  blank  for  dubbing. 

1QJ0    Tips  on  Storing  Vegetables  New  Winter. . .Pete  Keay  (KAY) ,  of  AMS 

tells  about  mlcfcg.  research  results  on  how  to  get  most  from 

your  garden  by  proper  storage.  1:02 
1A70    The  Khapra  Beetle — Our  Battle  to  keep  him  out.    Vince  Marcley  of 

ARS  tells  about  it.  2:00 
2A70    From  Beltsville — Tips  on  Conservation.    Vince  Marcley  talks  with 

Br.  Ross  Baumann,  head  of  farm  practices  research  for  ARS 

about  basic  steps  farmers  can  take  toward  conservation  and 

comparative  features  of  each.  3:00 

COAST  TO  COAST 

"The  American  Farmer"  on  ABC  radio  network,  will  have  Clyde  Keaton  of  FAS 
reviewing  the  world  wheat  picture,  11:30  a.m.  EDT  Sat. 

"Agriculture  USA"  deals  with  Marketing  Research- -"what  it  is  and  what  it  does" 
— for  July  9  weekend. 

"The  National  Farm  &  Home  Hour"  over  11BC  Sat.  July  9,  will  present  features  ' 
with  Everett  Mitchell  and  Milt  Bliss. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER:    Our  Television  Service  is  mailing  two  TV  films  this  week: 
New  Hampshire:    Brucellosis  Free—events  in  Concord,  when  the  state  was 

certified  free  of  this  costly  disease.    B  &  W.    S0F--Time:  2:15 
Improved  Peanuts  from  Atomic  Energy — how  radiation  induced  mutations 
aid  in  developing  improved  plant  varieties. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures  2  Radio  and  Television  Service 


U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRfOATURE 


TT 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  8,  i960 
Letter  No.  932 


Action  on  the  Sugar  Bill  and  the  reaction  in  Cuba  has  had  that  farm  crop  in  the 
limelight. . .  .regular  news  channels  have,  i.aturally,  kept  you  on  top  of  this. . .  .the 
"background  material  on  the  U.  S.  sugar  program  we  sent  you  last  week  should  help,  in 
your  analysis  for  your  listeners. .CCC  "butter  stocks,  now  near  19  million  pounds, 
will  be  offered  for  sale....  distribution  to  Federal  organizations  will  be  resumed.. 
..  schools  and  charitable  institutions  will  continue  to  get  supplies,  as  they  have 
since  sales  were  discontinued  when  butter  stocks  ran  low  last  Sept. 

COTTON  ACREAGE  UP 

Cotton  planted  this  year  is  estimated  at  16,306,000  acres,  the 
U.  S.  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced  today.    This  is  a  3  percent  in- 
crease over  1959 >  nearly  a  third  more  than  was  planted  in  19 58.  In- 
creased participation  in  the  Conservation  Reserve  held  planting  below 
the  total  upland  allotment  of  17.5  million  acres. 


LIVESTOCK  REPORT 


Cattle  slaughter  is  expected  to  continue  through  i960  above  last  year's  rate, 
the  USDA  forecast  today.    Fed  cattle  made  up  the  bulk  of  a  near  11  percent  gain  this 
year  over  1959  slaughters. . .but  the  buildup  in  cattle  herds  continues.    Prices  near 
year  end  should  be  about  the  same  level  as  a  year  before.    Strong  demand  for  beef... 
smaller  pork  supplies  will  be  supporting  factors.    Hog  prices  this  summer  are  expect- 
ed to  be  above  last  summer's,  below  1958  peak.    The  fall  pig  crop  looks  to  be  ^1.5 

million,  down  3  percent  from  last  fall  Farm  marketings  of  meat  animals  brought 

$11  billion  in  1959. .below  1958  but  third  largest  on  record,  and  about  a  third  of 
the  $33 • 8  billion  received  from  all  farm  product  sales  plus  Government  payments. 


NATIONAL  FARM  AND  HOME  HOUR 

After  a  run  of  32  years,  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour  leaves  the 
air- -at  least  in  its  present  form- -tomorrow,  July  9*    In  recent  years 
it  has  been  possibly  the  oldest  network  program  still  going.  Nat'l 
Broadcasting  Co.  officials,  after  conferences  with  officers  of  this 
Dep't,  announce  that  in  its  place  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Service  will 
continue  as  a  part  of  Monitor,  the  NBC  weekend  feature.    The  Dep't  will 
continue  to  participate,  as  it  has  cooperated  in  presentation  of  the 
NF";HH  since  1928.    For  the  present,  five  5-min  spots  will  be  broadcast 
on  Sat.  and  Sun.,  two  of  them  in  the  usual  12  to  12:30  Sat.  period. 
Others  will  be  aired  in  the  8  a.m.  Sat.  and  *J-:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun. 

periods.    All  times  are  EDT  ..This  is  by  nature  of  an  announcement. 

More  will  be  said  later  in  regard  to  the  old  NF&HH  and  its  long  service 
to  American  agriculture. 
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MORE  PUSH  FOR  FEED  GRAIN  EXPORTS 

The  United  States  Feed  Grains  Council,  a  new  organization  to  promote  use  of  our 
feed  grains  abroad,  held  a  reception  here  June  29  for  many  U.  S.  and  foreign  govern- 
ment officials.    The  Council  represents  the  first  cooperative  effort  "by  major  pro- 
ducer and  related  industry  interests  to  push  feed  grains  in  int'l  trade.     It  will 
work  in  cooperation  with  the  For.Ags  Serv.  Members  foresee  the  possibility  of  a  size- 
able expansion  in  exports. .. .base  their  predictions  on  increased  world  trade  in  feed 
grains  and  the  fact  U.  S.  has  done  well  in  capturing  new  markets  over  the  past  five 
years.... The  Council  will  coordinate  and  expand  market  development  programs  begun  in 
Europe,  South  America,  and  Japan  by  the  Grain  Sorghum  Producers'  Assn.  and  the 
National  Corn  Growers'  Assn.    Officers  are  Walter  W.  Goeppinger,  Boone,  Iowa;  R.  G. 
Peeler,  Amarilloj  Nelson  Urban  and  Fred  Maywalk,  Des  Moines,  and  Walter  Pierce, 
Minneapolis.    D.  G.  Nelson,  executive  director,  plans  to  move  headquarters  here  from 
Amarillo. 

FREEDOM-FROM- HUNGER  CAMPAIGN 

"Hunger  is  seldom  the  result  of  nature's  harshness;  it  is  often 
the  result  of  ignorance  and  human  failure,"  said  Director-General  B.  R. 
Sen  as  he  opened  the  Food  and  Agri.  Org.  sponsored  five  year  Freedom- 
from- Hunger  Campaign  in  Rome  on  July  1.    First  objective  of  the  cam- 
paign will  be  to  increase  public  and  governmental  awareness  of  the 
extent  and  cause  of  hunger  and  malnutrition  in  the  world.    A  message 
from  President  Eisenhower  said  that  the  objectives  of  the  campaign 
"have  the  earnest  support  of  us  all."    President  de  Gaulle's  message 
said  'The  surpluses  which  accumulate  where  abundance  reigns  offer  to 
mankind  the  means  of  vanquishing  hunger...."    Earlier,  representatives 
of  72  international  non-governmental  organizations  met  in  Rome  to  dis- 
cuss participation  in  the  campaign.    The  campaign  grew  from  a  suggestion 
by  Mr.  Sen  to  the  United  Nations  Economic  and  Social  Council  in  1958- 

DR.  GALLUP  TO  RETIRE 

Widely  known  for  measurement  studies  she  originated  and  guided,  Dr.  Gladys  Galluj 
retires  July  31  as  director  of  research  and  training  division  of  Fed.  Ext.  Serv  Her 
career  in  extension  work  began  in  Washington  State,  included  assignments  in  Vietnam, 
India  and  South  America.     Dr.  Joseph  L.  Matthews,  one-time  Texan,  assistant  director 

of  the  division,  will  succeed  her  Director  of  the  cotton  division  of  CSS  since 

1952;  F.  Marion  (Dusty)  Rhodes  is  leaving  the  Department  July  15  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion with  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange.    He  has  been  with  USDA  since  193^-    Ralph  H. 
Raper,  deputy  director,  has  been  designated  acting  director,  effective  yesterday.  A 
native  of  Lexington,  N.  C,  Mr.  Raper  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  cotton  division 
here  since  19^1,  deputy  director  since  1955* 

INSIDE  SEMANTICS  WITH  MIKE  AND  CAMERA 

In  making  a  plea  for  plain  language,  Joe  Tonkin,  Fed.  Ext.  Serv. , 
has  asked  land  grant  college    information  workers  which  makes  more 
sense:     "To  take  in  the  sense  of  language  by  interpreting  the  charac- 
ters in  which  it  is  expressed" ...  or  "A  processing  skill  of  symbolic 
reasoning  sustained  by  the  interfacilitation  of  an  intricate  hierarchy 
of  substrata  factors  that  have  been  mobilized  as  a  psychological 
working  system  and  pressed  into  service  in  accordance  with  the  purpose 
of  the  reader."    Joe  claims  both  statements  define  "reading,"  blames 
Noah  Webster  for  the  short  one,  says  a  Calif ornian- -professional  man- 
devised  the  latter. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MSN 


Old  timer  Bill  Shomette  says  it  may  or  may  not  be  a  sign  of  the  times  but  he  is 
returning  to  KENS,  San  Antonio ,  on  July  11  to  revive  the  farm  dep't  which  was  sus- 
pended 18  months  ago.    Lately  Bill  has  been  radio  program  director  of  KRGV,  Weslaco, 
Texas.    For  many  years,  starting  in  the  early  forties,  Bill  was  farm  director  of 
WCAI,  San  Antonio.    Welcome  back,  son. .Bill  Bennett,  WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia,  is 
featured  in  a  current  promotion  piece  of  that  station.     "The  Bill  Bennett  Show"  is 
on  daily  6  to  6:30  a.m.    Bill  says  "It's  not  just  a  farm  show.    We  present  inform- 
ation of  interest  to  farmers,  such  as  market  reports,  but  we  try  to  make  it  mean- 
ingful to  suburbanites  and  city  dwellers,  too.    Market  reports  indicate  retail  food 
price  trends,  so  we  let  all  the  housewives  know  what  bargains  to  look  for  when  they1 
they're  out  shopping.    As  for  advice  and  instructions  on  how  best  to  grow  things, 
we'll  tackle  anything  from  a  200-acre  vegetable  farm  to  a  window  box  full  of  zinnias. 
I  try  to  plan  the  program  so  it's  helpful  to  everyone.    I  want  it  to  be  a  liaison 
(where 'd  you  learn  that  word,  Bill?)  between  the  farmer  and  the  city  dweller.  Farm 
problems  affect  people  in  the  city  and  it's  important  that  there  be  mutual  under- 
standing."   Bill's  mail  indicates  he  has  a  large,  loyal  following  in  both  town  and 
country.    The  show  is  live  and  originates  on  an  outdoor  farm  set  which  includes  a 
greenhouse,  several  gardens,  and  a  small  barn  populated  by  Mr.  Williams  the  goat, 
Matilda  the  sheep,  and  assorted  chickens  and  ducks. 

HELP  WANTED,  RIGHT  NOW.'     signals  Wally  Erickson— "Need  applicant  for 
TPFD  post  at  eastern  station  of  Triangle  Network  immediately. .. .Any- 
one interested  can  contact  me  at  KFRE,  Fresno."    Sounds  like  Wally  is 
rested  up  after  the  recent  NATRFD  conclave  in  Fresno. 
Hayden  Timmons,  for  half  a  dozen  years  associate  farm  director  (with  Barney 
Arnold)  at  WHAS,  Louisville,  resigned  Tuesday  to  become  ass't  dir.  of  the  Ky.  Div. 
of  Soil  &  Water  Resources  in  the  Dep't  of  Conservation.    Hayden  has  been  a  stalwart 
in  the  farm  bdcstg,  profession.    He'll  do  well  in  his  new  job.    An  orchid  horseshoe, 

old  boy  Our  staff  deficiencies,  which  have  been  particularly  acute  since  the 

departure  of  "Colonel"  Herndon  in  April  and  George  Loesing  in  June,  were  alleviated 
substantially  last  Friday  when  Roy  Clark  transferred  to  the  radio  and  television 
service  from  the  Great  Plains  information  section  of  our  special  reports  division, 
headed  by  Gordon  Webb.    A  native  West  Texan  with  newspapering  experience  (largely 
agricultural)  in  Amarillo,  Hereford  and  Corpus  Christi,  Roy  also  is  a  former  Air 
Force  glider  man,  contributor  to  nat'l  mags  and  photographer  of  no  minor  achieve- 
ments, whose  pix  have  been  purchased  by  publications  in  several  countries.  He'll 
be  doing  the  basic  work  on  the  RFD  Letter  plus  other  writing  chores,  etc.  and  help- 
ing out  in  both  radio  and  TV.  Roy  and  wife,  Tina,  and  young  sons  Mike,  Mark  and  Kevin 
have  been  here  just  over  a  year.    Welcome  aboard,  pcdner. 

MEAT  PRODUCTION  HIGH 

Meat  production  under  Federal  inspection  for  the  week  ended  July  2 
was  an  estimated  h-10  million  pounds,  the  USDA  announced  Wednesday.  The 
total  was  2  percent  above  the  preceding  week,  and  up  13  percent  from 
36l  million  pounds  a  year  ago.    About  70  percent  of  the  increase  from 

last  year  was  due  to  a  larger  output  of  beef  Poultry  slaughter 

figures  for  the  month  of  May,  announced  in  mid-week  by  USDA,  show  lk6 
million  head  were  inspected  under  the  Poultry  Production  Inspection 
Act  and  voluntary  inspection  program  3^3  million  pounds  were  certi- 
fied as  wholesome,  and  12  million  pounds  condemned.    Poultry  used  in 
canning  and  other  processed  food  totaled  29  million  pounds,  up  h2  per- 
cent from  the  20  million  pounds  used  in  May  1959 •    A  h  million  head 
increase  in  total  birds  inspected  over  the  comparable  month  a  year  ago 
was  reported. 
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GLEANINGS  FROM  FRESNO 

Those  attending  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  TV-Radio  Farm  Directors  in  Fresno  recently 
heard  over  and  over  again  that  Fresno  county  is  the  top  agricultural  county  in  the 
nation,  and  the  figures  to  prove  it... 200  crops  produced  by  something  over  20,000 
farmers.    The  county  agent,  Ray  Crouch  (in  California  he's  a  County  Agricultural 
Extension  Director)  has  and  needs  a  staff  of  17  technical  specialists. 

Uith  over  20,000  farmers,  Ray  can't  do  his  job  with  personal 
visits  and  meetings.     Therefore  ,  he  and  his  staff  rely  heavily  upon 
the  mass  communications  media  to  get  word  to  the  men  on  the  land. 

Here's  hew  it's  handled: 
Each  Monday  morning  Ray  holds  a  "news  conference"  with  his  staff  and  the  media 
representatives  of  the  area- -newspapers ,  radio  and  TV.  At  the  briefing,  each  tech- 
nician tells  what's  current  in  his  field.  From  this,  KMJ-TV,  Fresno,  selects  parts 
of  the  news  conference  presentation,  then  moves  over  to  a  filming  studio  and  does  a 
half  hour  report.    This  goes  on  the  air  later  that  same  day. 

Ray  says  it's  the  most  effective  mass  communications  device  he  has 
known.    A  farmer  who  spoke  during  a  convention  session  vouched  for  the 
fact  that  any  farmer  in  Fresno  county  has  the  opportunity  of  being 
fully  informed  on  agricultural  news  and  developments  in  the  area,  with 
the  help  especially  of  excellent  broadcasting  services. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

The  Wheat  Referendum  is  July  21  to  help  explain  the  issues,  we'll  have  a 

still  package  in  the  mail  to  TV  stations  next  week.    Two  different  scripts  (1:00- 
1:15)  will  be  included;  both  use  the  same  5  still  pix.    Package  also  contains  a  set 
of  5,  10  and  20  second  public  service  spots  on  the  referendum. 

Don't  Bring  Your  Enemy  Home  is  the  message  of  a  public  service  slide  being 
mailed  by  our  Television  Service.    With  accompanying  copy,  the  slide  urges  us  to  help 
keep  destructive  agricultural  pests  and  diseases  out  of  the  U.  S. 

COAST  TO  COAST 

"The  American  Farmer" — How  we  keep  plant  pests  from  getting  into 
the  country,  on  AEC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  EDT  Sat. 

"Agriculture  USA"- -A  stranger  views  U.  S.  agriculture ...  a  visit 
with  a  Uelsh  farmer- -for  July  lo  weekend. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  daily  on  Mutual.     See  local  schedules. 

SECRETARY  BENSON  TO  HALL  OF  FAME 

In  announcing  election  of  Secretary  Eenson  to  the  Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame  at 
the  Chicago  stockyards,  New  Mexico  rancher  Albert  K.  Mitchell  said  yesterday  the 
honor  was  "in  tribute  to. . .unswerving  integrity  of  purpose  and  principles"  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sponsoring  Saddle  and  Sirloin  Club  traditions. 

Enclosures  2  --  Facts  About  Farm 
Real  Estate  Sales  tells  why  farms 
grow  larger  and  fewer:     Great  Plains 
Conservation  Program  pamphlet  shows 
why  the  program  helps. 


Sincerely, 


^ayne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


LDEP".  OF  AftRrcUWURE  I 
£TTER , 

To  £ 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Fan  Broadcaster: 


July  15,  I960 
Letter  No.  933 


Agricultural  pests  cost  our  citizens  $9  "billion  a  year . . . USDA 1  s  pest  detectives 
hope  to  cut  this  cost  and  seek  everyone's  help  in  keeping  had  tugs  away. ..cur  in- 
spection and  quarantine  officers  say  most  of  this  staggering  loss  is  due  to  pests 
not  native  to  the  U.  S....they  believe  an  informed  public  is  the  best  defense  against 
future  costly  invasions  The  first  of  10  regional  conferences  to  plan  an  ex- 
panded Rural  Development  Program  will  begin  Tuesday  night  at  Purdue  U. ,  Lafayette, 
Indiana.    Representatives  of  private  and  public  agencies  and  interested  organiza- 
tions will  attend  Due  for  release  Mon.  a.m.,  the  Department's  report  on  the 

Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  will  show  a  reversal  in  the  declining  trend  of  egg-type 
chick  hatchings. 


HYBRID  CORN  ACREAGE  CLIMBS 


Corn  acreage  in  hybrids  went  up  to  95-8  percent  of  the  total  this 
spring,  continuing  the  long  time  trend. ...  compares  with  95  percent  last 
year,  7o  percent  in  1950,  0.1  percent  in  1933*    Total  acreage  in  hy- 
brids today  is  81,165,000^  almost  equal  to  that  of  1959* 


FEED  LOTS  ARE  BUSY 


Cattle  and  calves  on  feed  in  major  feeding  states  totaled  5,57^,000  head  on 
July  1,  the  Crop  Reporting  Beard  announced  today.    This  was  estimated  at  k  percent 
more  than  the  same  date  in  1959* • • .but  16  percent  less  than  on  April  1.  Marketings 
of  fed  cattle  in  21  states  totaled  about  3  million  head  in  the  past  quarter,  k  per- 
cent more  than  in  the  April- June  period  of  1959-    Western  States  marketings  were  up 
10  percent.    There  has  been  little  change  in  the  kinds  of  cattle  on  feed  compared 
to  1959*    Slaughter  is  expected  to  continue  above  last  year. 


CATTLE  FEVER  TICK  OUTBREAK 


A  Federal- Stai:e  eradication  program,  with  cattle  fever  ticks  the 
target,  is  underway  on  the  Florida  east  coast,  the  Department  announced 
yesterday.    Martin,  Palm  Beach,  and  Hillsborough  counties  are  under 
quarantine.    All  cattle  and  horses  in  the  quarantined  areas  are  being 
checked,  animals  shipped  from  the  area  during  the  past  several  months 
are  being  traced  in  efforts  to  prevent  spread  of  the  ticks.    An  earlier 
outbreak  in  Florida  occurred  in  1957,  was  ended  in  Sept.  1958.  Other- 
wise, cattle  fever  ticks  in  the  U.  S.  have  been  confined  in  recent 
years  to  a  narrow  buffer  zone  along  the  lower  Rio  Grande  River  in 
Texas.    This  zone  is  quarantined. 
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CROP  PRODUCTION  OUTLOOK 

The  highly  significant  July  crop  report  this  week  indicates  that  i960  bids  to  he 
one  of  the  highest  production  years.  Yields  per  acre  should  exceed  last  year's  over- 
all, but  will  not  quite  reach  1958  totals.    Corn  acreage  is  1  percent  below  1959  

a  4.1  billion  bushel  harvest  is  now  expected.    Barley  and  oats  production  will  be  up 
a  bit... grain  sorghum  acreage  down.    Nearly  53  million  acres  of  wheat  is  due  to  be 
harvested,  with  indicated  production  of  1,347,468,000  bushels ....  total  food  grain 
production  looks  to  be  18  percent  above  last  year.    Soybean  acreage  is  5  percent 
above  1959,  and  at  24.4  million  acres  only  slightly  below  the  record  acreage  of  1958. 
Cotton... 3  percent  larger  acreage  than  last  year. .. started  slowly.    Hay  production 
is  expected  to  top  last  year,  be  the  third  largest  of  record.    Noncitrus  fruits' 
prospects  are  lower  than  last  year  but  3  percent  above  average.    The  1959-60  citrus 
production  is  2  percent  below  the  previous  season  but  6  percent  above  average.  Sum- 
mer vegetables  production  is  expected  to  be  3  percent  lower  than  1959,  still  6  per- 
cent above  average ...  summer  melon  production  to  be  9  percent  above  last  year. 

HOLLIS  SEAVEY  TO  N.A.S. 

Hollis  M.  Seavey,  well-known  to  farm  bdcstrs  for  his  NATRFD  work 
while  director  here  of  Clear  Channel  Bdcstg.  Serv. ,  1951-59,  is  a  new 
member  of  the  gov't  affairs  staff  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Bdcstrs.  One- 
time head  of  Mutual  network's  operations  in  Washington,  he  owned  and 
operated  WCUM,  Cumberland,  Md. ,  part  of  last  year... has  since  worked 
with  Regional  Bdcstrs  here. 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

Outturn  of  lard  in  major  producing  countries  hit  all  time  high  in  1959* ..8.4 
billion  pounds... 9  percent  over  record- year  1958.    U.  S.  production  climbed  after 
drop  preceding  year. . .accounted  for  70  percent  of  866  million  pounds  in  international 
shipments 3  but  still  8  percent  below  our  proportion  of  exports  1951-55*    Major  gains 
have  been  made  past  three  years  by  The  Netherlands,  second- ranking  supplier.  The 
United  Kingdom  and  Cuba  received  70  percent  of  U.  S.  lard  exports. . .Cuba  took  210 
million  pounds  last  year. . .reduced  imports  early  this  year,  is  actively  promoting 
vegetable  oil  production  at  home.    Outlook  now  is  for  U.  S.  output  to  decline  5  per- 
cent this  year. . . .Western  Europe  and  the  Sino-Soviet  countries  will  probably  con- 
tinue to  raise  output  The  new  nation,  Congo,  has  a  rich  economic  potential.... 

bigger  than  Alaska,  it's  rich  in  minerals,  potential  water  power,  and  a  variety  of 
export  crops. .. shipped  $170  million  abroad  last  year. . .major  exports  are  coffee, 
palm  products,  cotton,  and  rubber.    The  U.  S.  took  $42  million  in  ag  imports  from  the 
country  and  neighboring  Ruanda- Urundi. . .and  sold  them,  $6.6  million,  mostly  wheat 
flour  and  tobacco. 

WDAF  CONTEST  SETS  BELLS  A 'RINGING 

Phones  were  busy  at  WDAF,  Kansas  City  (and  dairymen  in  six  states 

had  calls,  too)  when  Jack  Kreck  asked  his  audience  "How  many  cows 

did  it  take  to  produce  the  mill:  for  Metropolitan  Kansas  City  in  April?" 
Jack  offered  a  transistor  radio  for  each  correct  answer,  and  listeners 
called  to  learn  "how  much  milk  does  a  cow  give?"  etc.... Ten  listeners 
put  the  variables  together  to  total  42,36l  cows... the  official  figure... 
Real  winner,  Kreck  figures,  was  the  dairy  business. .. .a  lot  of  people 
know  more  about  it  now.    Crazy,  man. 
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FIGURES  ON  A  CORN  BELT  FARM 

"Farm  Costs  and  Returns"  are  detailed  in  a  new  "bulletin  from  the  Department's 
farm  economics  research  division.    Costs  of  production  last  year  are  shown  at  $5j6l3 
(national  average),  a  record  high... net  income  at  $2 , 5^-7 •  •  •  down  15  percent  from  the 
year  before.    In  jk  tables,  with  breakdowns  of  costs  and  incomes  for  32  types  of 
commercial  farms,  the  ag.  researchers  show  why  improved  production  efficiency  hasn't 
offset  higher  costs  for  many  farmers.    The  records  for  an  average  hog-beef  fattening 
farm  in  the  Corn  Belt  show.  ..the  average  operator  produced  twice  as  much  per  hour  as 
he  did  20  years  ago.    But  unit  cost  of  production  went  up  more...26o  percent.  Gross 
income  of  $23, ihh  went  up  more  than  k  times  in  the  20  year  period,  but  net  climbed 
only  a  bit  over  3  times  ($2,521  then,  compared  to  $7,891  in  1959).    This  type  of 
operation  had  total  farm  capital  of  $7^,050  and  was  more  profitable  than  most,  re- 
turned $5*37  on  each  $100  invested. . .paid  the  farmer  and  working  family  members 
$l.liJ-  an  hour... after  operating  expenses  of  $15,253- 

PEST  THREAT  CONTINUES 

Dispatches  from  the  June  battle  against  the  khapra  beetle:  USDA's 
plant  quarantine  division  found  13  ships  infested. . .at  ports  on  Pacific, 
Atlantic,  Gulf  coasts,  and  on  the  Great  Lakes  at  Buffalo.    Cargoes  in- 
fested ranged  from  grain  to  gum  arabic.     Quarantine  regulations  were 
reported  in  effect  at  3^-  specific  locations  in  Arizona,  California, 
Texas,  and  New  Mexico. . .where  the  invading  pest  has  been  found  in  grain 
bins,  grocery  stores,  feed  lots  and  dump  grounds ...  Quarantine  regulation 
continues. . .with  frequent  observation  and  inspection. . .for  one  year 
after  an  infested  property  is  fumigated. 

BRAZIL  CAPTURES  HYMAN 

"Everything  they  say  about  Rio  is  just  about  the  truth,"  writes  Ted  Hyman,  who 
left  N.  C.  St.  Col  six  months  ago  to  join  the  U.  S.  Operations  Mission  (ICA)  in 
Brazil  as  a  trainer  in  ag.  radio.    Ted  and  his  family  apparently  are  much  in  love 
with  the  city,  the  country  and  the  people,  and  puts  in  a  good  day's  work  starting  at 
7:20  a.m.  when  he  is  picked  up  by  a  "carry-all"  for  the  ^5  min.  ride  to  work.  He 
finished  his  studies  of  the  Portugese  language  in  April  and  was  interviewed  in  that 
language  on  a  radio  station  in  Sete  Lagoas  recently.    Ted  says  it  was  the  station 
manager's  way  of  showing  appreciation  for  the  tape  service  which  is  to  be  provided. 
In  putting  ext.  workers  on  the  air,  Ted  says  they  "freeze  up  and  get  nervous  just  as 
our  folks  (at  home)  do  in  the  beginning."    He's  been  holding  radio  schools  in  the 
state  of  Minas  Gerais.    Some  of  his  co-workers  are  Brazilians    many  of  you  have  met 
during  their  studies  here:    Francisco  Silva,  Guilherme  Kos,  et  al.    Television  in 
Rio,  says  Ted,  is  reminiscent  of  TV  in  the  U.  S.  before  the  "freeze"  (during  the 
Korean  incident).    Nearly  everything  is  live  and  the  Cariocas  love  to  check  the 
monitor  and  mug  the  cameras  (sounds  familiar  doesn't  it?)    Lots  of  children's  pro- 
grams.   Ted  says  most  difficult  part  for  him  is  watching  Broderick  Crawford  speaking 
Portugese  in  "Highway  Patrol." 

ATTENTION.'  GUITS  &  HOMINY  FANS 

A  Foreign  Agri.  Trade  report  reveals  the  U.  S.  exported  nearly  28 
million  pounds  of  corn  grits  and  hominy  in  the  July-April  period  just 
past.    A  scad  of  grits,  with  a  value  of  $1,135,000.    We  inquired  into 
the  matter,  learned  Canada  is  the  major  importer.    Seems  like  a  good 
bet  that  Southern  Canadians  get  the  big  portion;  the  thought  holds  up 
our  theory  about  regional  dishes... but  we're  wondering  in  which  sec- 
tions of  Panama,  and  Venezuela  they're  favored. .  .we  ship  there,  too. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

He  didn't  cry  T-I-M-B-E-R,  but  Bob  Miller  (WLW,  Cincinnati)  ran  a  survey  which 
found  listeners  in  250,000  homes  in  seven  states  when  Boh  told  about  tree  farms  on  a 

recent  bdcst  NATRFD  Historian  Plambeck  (WHO,  Des  Moines)  is  back  from  Hawaii 

(along  with  others  on  the  tour)  where  he  visited  points  of  interest  to  farm  bdcstrs 
and  most  everybody  else. .. .Plambeck  skirted  the  issue  of  local  grasses,  but  kept  his 

recorder  hot  with  other  talk  about  Pearl  Harbor,  pineapples,  wahines,  etc  Jack 

Tompkins  has  rejoined  KWTV's  farm  director  Wayne  C.  Liles  after  three  years  at  Tex- 
arkana  where  he  was  doing  radio  and  TV,  plus  public  relations,  plus  managing  a  1,000 

head  feed  lot  Martha  and  Nelson  Robinson  (WKY,  Oklahoma  City)  announce  second 

daughter  Janis  Jean  bringing  them  to  quartet  strength  on  June  28  Hamilton  L. 

Hintz,  McClatchey  Publications,  Sacramento,  writes  that  a  Cal  boy--Dave  Kempf--has 

joined  the  farm  staff  at  K0H,  Reno  Jack  Dallas,  Iowa  State  U  senior,  is  on  the 

WHO,  Des  Moines  farm  dept  staff  for  the  summer... a  farm  boy  who  finds  city  life  has 

its  points,  reports  Keith  Kirkpatrick  If  Harry  Andrews  (WIBC,  Indianapolis) 

starts  shaking  hands  one  finger  at  a  time,  it'll  be  because  of  the  ^3  head  of  pure- 
bred Holsteins  he's  milking  twice  daily  on  the  280-acre  farm  he  and  WIBC  are  opera- 
ting now  to  give  Harry  first-hand  (no  pun  intended)  information  for  his  farm  show 
listeners.    On  the  other  hand  (still  no  pun)  maybe  he  uses  a  machine. 

FOR  THE  TAPE  WORMS 

New  in  our  tape  library:    Send  blank  for  dubbing. 

3A70    Hay  Conditioners- -Big  Help  In  Hay- Making. .. Dan  Teare  (TEER)  of  REA 
tells  how  hay  conditions  help  make  top  quality  hay.  3'0Q 

UA70    From  Belt sville- Lasting  Creases  for  Woolen  Clothes. . .Vince  Marcley 
of  ARS  tells  of  new  chemical  which  keeps  creases  in  woolens. 
1:13 

2QJ0    Crop  Prospects  Point  to  One  of  the  Top  Crop  Years . . . Dick  Smith  of 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board  gives  highlights  of  crop  expecta- 
tions reported  on  July  11.  3:5^ 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here)  with  the  theme  "Don't  Bring  Your  Enemy  Home 
is  a  story  about  our  plant  quarantine  people  who  keep  out  foreign  pests  and  diseases 
— July  16  weekend. 

The  American  Farmer  tells  of  agriculture  in  the  Soviet  Union,  on  ABC  radio  net- 
work, 11:30  a.m.     EDI  Sat. 

National  Farm  £  Home  Service-four  min.  farm  features  on  NBC's  Monitor  at  9  a.m. 
noon,  12:30  p.m.  Sat.,  ^:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

TV  MATERIAL  ON  THE  WAY:    Two  TV  packages  will  be  mailed  by  our  Television 
Service  this  week: 

Good  advice  for  all,  from  REA  in  National  Farm  Safety  Week,  July  2*J~30, 
with  emphasis  on  safe  use  of  electrical  equipment.     11  still  pix 
help  tell  how. 

Hot  Weather  Comfort  for  Livestock,  with  11  still  pix,  tells  how  and  why 

its  a  good  idea  to  help  the  animals  keep  cool. 
Also,  still  Public  Service  spot  announcements  for  Farm  Safety  Week. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


Radio  and  Television/Service 


RFO  LETTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


- 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

|  OJRRENT  SERIAL  RECORD?  1 

Office  of  InformafToT^TTrSTOrpxrrtment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  22,  i960 
Letter  Wo.  93^ 


We  had  believed  most  everyone  bad  got  the  message  from  Smokey.    Not  so... accord- 
ing to  a  dispatch  from  the  Kootenai  National  Forest... the  supervisor  out  there  in 
Montana  has  issued  a  plea  to  the  fire  preventing  bear  to  bear  down  on  his  own  kind... 
It  seems  one  of  Smokey 's  kinfolks  burned  the  cookhouse  on  Pete  Creek  recently... 
broke  in  and  carelessly  tipped  over  the  gas  refrigerator. . .that  broke  the  gas  line 
and  the  pilot  light  on  the  hot  water  heater  did  the  rest... in  spectacular  fashion. 
The  bear  barely  got  out  alive.    From  one  close  to  Smoke  y. .  .we  have  this  word... 
"There's  a  black  sheep  in  every  family."    Seriously,  though,  the  Forest  Service  has 
trouble  aplenty  in  regard  to  fires. 


8,000  BATTLE  FIRES  IN  WEST 


More  than  kOQ  fires  are  being  fought  on  National  Forests  in  the 
West,  Secretary  Benson  said  today.    Most  of  them  were  caused  by  light- 
ning striking  unusually  dry  areas.    There  are  more  than  8,000  experi- 
enced fire  fighters  on  the  job,  including  1,000  of  the  Forest  Service's 
famous  Indian  fighters  from  the  Southwest.    Smoke jumpers,  aerial  tank- 
ers and  helicopters  are  aiding  in  the  dangerous  work... "I  have  instructed 
the  Forest  Service  to  spare  no  effort..."  the  Secretary  said. 


WARN  OF  GRAVE  DANGERS 


FOR  RELEASE  MON. ,  JULY  2p— Confined  to  Africa  until  recently,  African  swine 
fever  has  struck  in  southeast  Spain... and  African  horse  sickness  is  threatening  to 
take  a  devastating  toll  of  animals  in  the  Middle  East,  according  to  a  report  by  the 
Foreign  Agric.  Serv.  of  USDA.    African  swine  fever,  a  disease  with  a  100-percent 
mortality  rate,  is  said  to  be  a  threat  to  hog  production  throughout  Europe.  African 
horse  sickness  has  already  infected  many  horses,  mules  and  donkeys  in  Iran,  with 
heavy  mortality.    Its  spread  could  cripple  food  production  in  Mediterranean  countries 
where  animals  provide  the  major  source  of  power  and  transportation  for  farmers. 
Strict  quarantine  measures  are  being  used  in  attempts  to  halt  the  spread  of  the 
diseases. 


CALF  CROP  UP  1  PERCENT 


This  year's  calf  crop  is  expected  to  be  the  fourth  largest  of  record, 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced  today.    Estimated  at  ^1,6^6,000  head, 
the  number  is  one  percent  above  last  year's,  6  percent  above  the  19^9- 
58  average.    Western  and  Southern  States  will  have  two  percent  increases 
in  this  year's  calf  crop  over  that  of  1959- ..it's  the  largest  on  record 
in  the  West. 
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MORE  CORN  UNDER  SUPPORT 

The  amount  of  1959-crop  corn  under  price  supports  went  up  17  million  bu.  in 
June  bringing  the  total  1959-crop  under  support  to  529  million  bu  a  high  sur- 
passed only  by   the  551  million  bu.  from  the  19^8  crop.    Just  381  million  bu.  of 
1958-crop  com  were  under  support  through  June  1959 •    As  of  June  30*  only  small 
quantities  of  1960-crops  had  gone  "in  the  Loan" ... .12.8  million  bu.  of  wheat.... 2.1 
million  bu.  of  barley  The  crop  loan  business  was  much  brisker  last  year. 

STUDY  POULTRY  DISEASE  REGULATIONS 

Our  Agri.  Research  Serv.  said  yesterday  newly  proposed  Federal  regula- 
tions would  increase  protection  against  pullorum  disease  and  fowl  typhoid. 
Based  on  proposals  made  at  the  1958  Nat'l  Poultry  &  Turkey  Improvement 
Plans  Conference,,  the  regulations  would  permit  interstate  shipment  of 
poultry  and  hatching  eggs  only  from  flocks  okayed  by  blood  test,  and  call 
for  increased  sanitary  measures  for  egg  shipments.    Poultry  going  direct 
to  slaughter  houses  would  not  be  affected.    USDA  officials  welcome  comments 

on  the  proposed  regulations  will  not  make  final  decisions  until  after 

Sept.  16. 

LOW- INCOME  AREA  LEADERS  ADVISED 

Research  is  providing  guides  for  rural  leaders  in  low-income  areas.  Under  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  True  D.  Morse  told  people  from  five  states  at  the  Regional 
Rural  Development  Conference  last  week  in  Lafayette,  Ind.    Findings  and  conclusions 

...in  summary. . .included  these  The  low-income  problem  applies  to  both  farm  and 

nonfarm  families.    Solutions  cannot  be  found  separately.    The  primary  problem  is 
underemployment  and  under  utilization  of  resources.    One  solution,  industrial 
development,  is  not  feasible  in  all  localities .. .should  be  considered  on  an  area 
basis. 

5IGN  STORAGE  AGREEMENTS 

New  uniform  grain  storage  agreements  have  been  signed  to  provide 
more  than  h  billion  bu.  of  space  for  price- support  commodities  this 
fiscal  year.    New  agreement  terms,  including  revised  storage  rates... 
lower  than  last  year .  .  .went  into  effect  June  30.    Storage  facilities 
offered  to  date  is  more  than  98  percent  of  the  capacity  reported  under 
the  former  agreement .. .Commodity  Credit  Corp.  officials  expect  the  final 
total  will  equal  or  exceed  storage  available  last  year. 

'XDOD-FOR-PEACE  KIT 

The  Food-for- Peace  program  and  its  background  are  explained  in  detail  in  the 
information  Kit  we've  enclosed.    The  program  touches  on  aspects  of  U.  S.  world 
rade  and  foreign  policy.    Material  in  the  kit  will  provide  background  for  reporti- 
ng news  and  preparing  features.    If  you  need  more  information,  or  a  kit  for 
omeone  on  your  station's  staff,  let  us  know. 

0STHUM0US  AWARD  TO  JERRY  SEAMAN 

The  Reuben  Brigham  award,  the  highest  honor  the  American  Ass'n  of  Ag. 
College  Eds.  can  bestow  upon  a  non-member,  has  gone  this  year  to  the  late 
Gerald  L.  Seaman  in  recognition  of  his  many  services  to  agricultural 
information,  principally  through  his  work  vith  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home 
Hour  from  19^5  until  his  death  last  Fall.    Mrs.  Seaman  was  present  at  the 
annual  nat'l  convention  of  the  AAACE  in  Corvallis,  Ore.,  this  week  to 
receive  the  award. 
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FARM  INCOME  OUTLOOK  BRIGHTER 

Improvement  in  the  outlook  for  net  farm  income  is  shown  in  the  new  USDA  Farm 
Income  Situation  quarterly  report.    .       Let  income  from  farm  marketings  the  first 
six  months  of  i960  was  at  an  average  annual  rate  of  $11  "billion. .  .the  outlook  hack 
in  April  was  for  only  $10.2  billion.    Receipts  rose  from  91  percent  of  1959  in  Jan. 
to  103  percent  in  June.    Volume  of  marketings  averaged  about  2  percent  higher  than 
the  record  pace  of  1959- ••but  was  offset  by  prices  that  averaged  3  percent  lower. 
Farmers  received  about  $9.1  billion  from  livestock  and  livestock  products  thru  June, 
nearly  3  percent  below  the  gross  for  the  first  six  months  of  1959* •• cattle  and  hog 
prices  were  10  and  6  percent  lower,  but  dairy  and  poultry  products  were  up  2  percent 
...while  first  half  crop  receipts  of  fyk.J  billion  were  1  percent  higher  than  last 
year ... larger  marketings  of  corn  and  soybeans,  plus  higher  prices  for  potatoes^ 
brought  the  increase.    The  total  volume  of  marketings  this  year  is  expected  to  top 
1959  about  1  percent,  and  be  29  percent  more  than  the  19^7-^9  average. . .marketings 
of  cattle  and  calves,  food  grains,  tobacco,  and  oil  crops  will  lead  the  increase. 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

The  cattle  business  in  Urugray  is  showing  new  life  after  years  of 
decline.    Uruguayan  foreign  trade  laws  were  recently  revised  to  add 
profit  appeal  to  ranching. . .and  now  the  nation's  gov't  seeks  to  bring 
in  better  grasses,  improve  pasture  management  know-how.    Their  live- 
stock producers  have  a  long  way  to  go,  though. . .their  cattle  aren't 
"thrifty" . . .produce  about  73  pounds  of  beef  per  head,  about  half  of  the 
159  pounds  per  head  in  the  U.  S.    Many  cattlemen  there  had  shifted  to 
government- supported  grains.    Last  spring  beef  exports  and  prices  went 
up  sharply. .. drought  was  causing  heavy  slaughter. . .just  as  a  strike  in 
Argentina  halted  exports  there  and  resulted  in  refrigerated  ships  being 
diverted  to  Uruguay. 

FARM  EFFICIENCY  GAINS  AGAIN 

U.  S.  farm  production  was  at  a  record  high  again  last  year,  2  percent  higher 
than  1950*2  record  totals,  according  to  the  latest  figures  from  USDA's  farm  economi_s 
research  division.    Just  7^00,000  farmworkers  helped  compile  the  record. .  .100,000 
less  than  the  year  before.    The  average  man  on  the  farm  supported  the  food,  fiber 
and  tobacco  needs  of  nearly  2k  people,  including  2  and  one-half  persons  in  other 
countries.    On  the  basis  of  products  marketed  per  worker,  1959' s  man  on  the  land  was 
about  twice  as  efficient  as  his  counterpart  in  the  year  19^1. ..and  more  than  three 
times  as  efficient  as  in  19CO.    Last  year  we  reached  new  peaks  in  livestock,  corn 
and  sugar  beets  production.    Broiler  production  set  a  new  record,  too... three  times 
as  large  as  output  in  1950.    There  were  just  1.52  acres  of  crops  harvested  for  each 
American  our  farmers  provided  for... crop  production  per  acre  was  a  bit  short  of  the 
1958  all-time  high. . .there  were  7  million  fewer  acres  to  harvest  then.    Behind  the 
big  production  totals. . .this  big  factor. . .continued  adoption  and  application  of  new 
and  improved  agricultural  technology. . .which  included  the  use  of  more  fertilizer 
than  ever  before... and  more  machines... a  whopping  total  of  5,l60,000  tractors. 

Department  of  Agriculture  researchers  concluded. .  .after  adding-up  and 
reviewing  these  record  totals ... that  "The  growth  in  agricultural  pro- 
ductivity has  been  closely  interrelated  with  the  economic  progress  of 
the  entire  economy. .. increased  productivity  in  (agriculture) ... .has  re- 
leased resources  that  have  aided  industrialization.  Industrialization, 
in  turn,  has  fostered  technological  developments  adaptable  to  agricul- 
ture and  thereby  has  stimulated  increased  productivity  in  agriculture. 
The  two  forces  have  complemented  each  other. 
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OF  MIKES  AMD  MEN 

Wally  Wagoner  is  at  the  WNBF  (Bingham  t  on,  N.  Y. )  mike  this  week  having  left 
WHAI,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  for  the  newly  created  RFD  post,  expects  the  Empire  State 
station  will  soon  expand  his  schedule  to  include  TV. . .may  do  a  simulcast.  Would 

this  he  a  "first?"  A  few  days  hack,  Dave  Thompson,  sartorially  resplendent  in 

a  self-asserting  sport  shirt,  paid  us  a  welcome  visit... he  represented  his  former 
employers,  the  Grocery  Mfgrs.  Ass'n,  at  the  Country  Life  Ass'n  meeting  here.  "Re- 
tired" to  his  Indiana  farm  after  a  distinguished  career  in  ag.  journalism  (Prairie 
Farmer,  etc.),  Dave  spends  part  time  as  senior  ed.  of  the  Indiana  Farmer,  does  his 
own  cooking,  listens  to  farm  "broadcasters  and  generally  enjoys  life,  he  says.  (Even 

with  his  own  cooking.)    Hurry  hack,  Dave  There's  a  new  Hatch  in  Pennsylvania. 

Parents  Nancy  and  Cordell  (Penn  State  Extension  Radio  Ed)  call  her  Anita  Kaye.  Con- 
gratulations to  these  Tennessee  emigrants  Dewey  Compton  (KTRH,  Houston)  got 

home  Monday  from  23  days  in  Western  Europe. . .hustled  his  interview  tapes  home  by  jet 
airliners  and  kept  the  Gulf  Coast  folks  almost  up-to-date  on  his  doings  in  eight 
countries.  Says  Texas  Charolais  cattle  measure  up  to  those  in  France.  (Naturally) 

JIG-TIME  PACE  FOR  PROGRESS 

Our  farmers  adopt  the  results  of  research  more  rapidly  today  than 
they  used  to... hybrid  sorghum  seed  has  caught  on  faster  than  hybrid  corn 
seed.    Little  hybrid  sorghum  seed  was  used,  or  available ,  in  1955;  four 
years  later... in  1959* •• it  was  used  to  plant  about  two-thirds  of  the 

sorghum  acreage  What  a  contrast  to  hybrid  corn.'    It  was  introduced 

about  25  years  ago... 13  years  passed  before  two-thirds  of  the  corn  acre- 
age was  planted  with  hybrid  seed.    Now. ..as  we  told  you  last  week... 
95 '3  percent  of  the  corn  acreage  is  in  hybrids. 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here)- -A  look  at  Cuban  agriculture,  with  Lloyd 
Williams,  assistant  ag.  attache  to  Cuba. 

The  American  Farmer- -Hay  Conditioners  help  make  top  quality  hay,  says  Dan  Teare 
(TEER),  of  REA,  on  ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  EDT  Sat. 

National  Farm  &  Home  Service- -4  nin.  farm  features  on  NBC's  Monitor  at  9  a.m., 
noon,  12:30  p.m.  Sat.,  4:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

READY  FOR  YOUR  TAPES 

Three  new  stories  in  our  tape  library.    Send  a  blank  for  dubbing. 

3QT0    Cool  Weather  and  Egg  Output --Herman  Bluestone,  AMS  poultry  econo- 
mist, talks  about  the  role  of  cool  weather  in  egg  production 
this  year,  and  what  it  may  mean  to  egg  prices  later. 

5A70    A  New  Variety  of  Alfalfa-- "Utah  Synthetic  C"  is  described  by  Vince 
Marc ley  of  the  ARS  information  staff. 

6A70    Rural  Development  Program  Moves  Forward- -Under  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture True  D.  Morse,  interviewed  by  our  Jack  Towers,  tells 
of  growing  interest  in  rural  development. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

__From—  ■ 

Radio  ondll^^fp^TJSeKvice 

ce  of  Information -U„ ^Department  of  Agriculture 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Tear  Farm  Broadcaster 


July  29,  i960 
Letter  No.  935 


The  Crop  [Reporting  Board  announced  this  afternoon  agricultural  prices  rose  four- 
fifths  of  one  percent  for  the  month  ending  in  mid- July.    Dairy  products,  vegetables, 
cotton,  hogs,  and  potatoes  increased  in  price. .. cattle,  peaches,  and  "wheat  declined. 
The  index  was  1  percent  "below  a  year  earlier.    The  parity  ratio  rose  a  point  to  80, 
one  percent  "below  a  year  ago. ..  .Otherwise  in  the  big  picture,  prospects  look  good  for 
feed  grain  yields  and  vegetable  growers. . .  .but  there's  bad  news  ahead  for  screworms 
in  the  Southwest. 


FEED  GRAIN  CROP  DOWN 


A  big  feed  grain  crop  is  in  prospect,  only  h  percent  below  the  re- 
cord output  last  year,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  today. . . 
the  corn  crop  will  go  over  k  billion  bushels. .. oats  and  barley  yields 
will  be  up... and  with  a  little  less  sorghum  grain  expected,  this  year 
the  crops  should  total  159  million  tons,  7  million  less  than  the  1959 
record.    Carryover  is  expected  to  be  77  million  tons,  up  9  million 
from  a  year  earlier. 


FOR  YOU:    FRESH  NEWS  FROM  ABROAD 


For  use  on  your  programs,  we'll  have  livewire  (taped)  interviews  winged  back 
from  Europe  and  the  Middle  East  during  the  next  18  days  as  Secretar3r  Benson  and  the 
folks  with  him  talk  market  development  with  trade  and  agric.  off icials. . . Don  Tuttle 
(WGY,  Schenectady)  will  manage  the  mike  for  other  RFD's  over  the  nation.    Rush  your 
tape  here... we '11  dub  for  you  as  scon  as  your  blanks  come  in.    Don,  Claude  Mahoney  of 
Mutual,  and  Jay  Miller  of  NBC's  Monitor    will  be  broadcasters  among  eight  farm  press 
men  on  the  trip.    The  Secretary  is  counting  on  them  to  do  the  legwork  to  build  under- 
standing of  work  and  problems  connected  with  our  farm  product  markets  over  there. 


COLLEGE  EDITORS'  LEADERS 


In  the  American  Ass'n  of  Agric.  College  Eds.  spotlight  after  their 
conclave  in  Corvallis  last  week  are  new  officers. . .Pre s- -Elton  Tait, 
Perm  State;  Pre s -elect- -Hadley  Read,  Illinois  U. ;  vice  pres--Edd  Lemons, 
Okla.  State  U. ;  sec'y  treas--S.  C.  Stribling,  Clemson  (ret.),.. and  award 
winners  3ill  Carpenter,  N.  C.,Nat.  Plant  Food  Institute  award;  Dick 
Turner,  Cornell,  Farm  Film  Foundation  award. 
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SCIENTISTS  OIUCKLE-DOWN  ON  SCREWWORM 

Additional  funds  are  going  into  research  on  screwonn  eradication  at  USDA's 
Kerrville  (Texas)  Station. . .where  much  of  the  basic  studies  were  done  that  made  it 
possible  to  rid  the  Southeast  of  the  pest.    With  eradication-interest  centered  now 
on  the  bigger  area  of  our  Southwestern  U.  S.,  scientists  will  seek  to  improve  the 
sterile-fly  technique.    They  hope  to  find  better  ways  to  produce  flies  in  the  labora- 
tory, and  to  develop  an  easily  distinguished  laboratory- reared  fly. 

FARM  PRODUCT  SALES  ABROAD 

Ten  countries  each  took  over  $100  million  of  U.  S.  farm  products 
in  1959?  our  For.  Agri.  Serv.  has  announced.    This  accounted  for  62 
percent  of  our  agricultural  exports. . .which  totaled  almost  four  billion 
dollars  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  Japan,  The  Netherlands,  West 
Germany,  India,  Cuba,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  Yugoslavia. .. some  economically 
advanced  nations,  others  underdeveloped.    A  big  part  of  our  exports  to 
the  less  developed  countries  were  made  under  Government -financed  export 
programs.    The  United  Kingdom,  biggest  outlet,  was  the  principal  dollar 
market . 

BIG  FREEZE  BUSINESS  IN  REVIEW 

A  threefold  expansion  of  the  frozen  vegetable  industry  during  the  past  10  years 
is  reported  by  USDA.    Busiest  item  in  the  industry  is  potatoes. .. introduced  in  1953 > 
and  accounting  for  371  million  pounds  of  production  last  year.    French  fries  are  the 
big  item  on  the  frozen  spud  market... but  in  frozen  form  they  include  whipped,  diced, 
shredded,  puff  and  patty  varieties.    Big  packages  have  made  more  rapid  gains  in  sales 
volume  than  have  small  packages. . .but  together,  these  frozen  items  came  to  1.6 
billion  pounds  of  frozen  vegetables  last  year,  a  great  increase  from  563  million 
pounds  back  in  I9U9. 

<\MD  NOW. .  .FOR  THE  WEATHER 

Weather  this  season  has  been  unseasonable  in  parts  of  the  country. 
Drought,  coming  after  a  hard  winter,  resulted  this  week  in  10  counties 
in  Miss.,  and  nine  parishes  in  La.  being  designated  as  emergency  areas 
by  Secretary  Benson. . .farmers  there  can  now  buy  gov't -owned  feed  grains 
for  their  livestock  at  support  prices.... In  the  Ozarks,  there's  concern 
over  a  record- shattering  dry  spell.    Way  Out  West... the  sun  has  shone 
all  the  time. . .lately. . .though  Phoenix  did  get  l/lCOth  inch  of  rain 
after  being  bone  dry  for  1^3  days.    Now,  just  for  contrast,  from  the 
Texas  Plains. . .which  sometimes  appear  to  have  a  corner  on  drouth. . .we 
get  this  word. . ."Moisture  plentiful. . .lakes  full... some  crop  losses  to 
flooding.    Need  hot,  dry  weather." 

^30,000  BALES  FOR  INDIA 

A  supplemental  agreement  with  India  will  provide  for  the  sale  of  $^1.6  mi  Hi on 
rorth  (about  330,000  bales)  of  cotton,  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  U80,  the  Depart- 
lent  announced  today.    The  sales  will  be  made  by  U.  S.  private  traders. .  .provides  for 
j ale  for  Indian  currency. 
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BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

In  Brazil  a  new  plant  will  process  castor  "bean  by-products  into  high-protein 
livestock  feed. .  .minus  the  toxic  element. .  .livestock  like  the  taste  (imagine.' )...  and 
with  88  million  pounds  to  he  available  each  year,  it  should  give  an  important  boost 
to  livestock  production  in  Brazil. 

More  wheat,  less  flour.... The  Philippines  will  have  a  flour  pro- 
duction capacity  that  can  more  than  meet  its  needs  when  two  new  mills 
are  completed  in  1961.    Its  biggest  flour  mill  expanded  its  capacity 
this  month  to  meet  76  percent  of  the  country's  wheat  flour  needs.  The 
islands  imported  nearly  four  million  bu.  of  U.  S.  flour  daring  a  recent 
11  month  period. . . about  two- thirds  the  amount  they  took  during  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier.    But  their  imports  of  U.  S.  wheat  went  up  by 
nearly  one  million  bu. 

To  help  rubber  planters  in  replacing  trees  with  higher-yielding  plants,  the 
gov't  of  Thailand  will  soon  tax  its  rubber  exports  from  10  to  25  percent. 

U.  S.  cotton  exports  were  up  almost  2|  times  during  the  first  10 
months  of  the  1959-60  season  over  exports  of  the  same  period  of  the 
preceding  year.    Total  exports  of  U.  S.  cotton  this  year  are  due  to  be 
around  7  million  bales. .. compared  with  2.8  million  bales  in  1958-59- 
On  July  15,  there  were  just  over  7  million  bales  registered  for  export 
under  this  year's  payment-in-kind  program. 

To  help  Iran  meet  its  import  needs  that  have  resulted  from  drought,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  announced  a  Food  for  Peace  Program  agreement  to  sell  1.8 
million  bu.  of  wheat  there.    Payment  will  be  made  in  Iranian  rials. 

VEGETABLE  PEAK  AT  HAND 

This  is  the  time  of  the  seasonal  peak  for  supplies  of  fresh  vege- 
tables.   Supplies,  except  for  melons,  may  be  slightly  smaller  than 
those  of  last  summer,  according  to  the  latest  vegetable  situation  re- 
port by  USDA.    Prices  to  growers  and  at  retail  are  apt  to  be  higher 
than  a  year  ago.    Exceptions  are  expected  to  be  lettuce,  cucumbers,  and 
onions. . .production  of  these  crops  is  up  again. . .Growers  and  shippers 
of  summer  lettuce  in  California  and  the  San  Luis  Valley  of  Colorado  are 
operating  under  State  marketing  agreement  and  order  programs ...  they 
hope  to  regulate  shipments  in  order  to  keep  marketings  in  line  with 
demand.    The  acreage  of  vegetables  for  processing  is  likely  to  be  about 
the  same  as  last  year's  !§■  million  acres  with  acreage  for  canning  down 
...acreage  for  freezing  up. 

OF  MIKES  AND  HEN 

"Most  provocative  request  of  the  week  was  for  a  map  showing  production  of  wild 
oats "...is  the  provocative  word  from  John  C.  Baker,  chief  of  the  Midwest  info,  office 
of  AMS,  Chicago.    John  didn't  say  whether  he  filled  it  but  went  on  to  say  that  hh2 
Midwest  radio  stations  use  market  reports,  up  from  k^l  in  1958  >  and  70  TV  stations 

do  too,  compared  to  60  two  years  ago  Back  in  the  saddle  at  KENS  (San  Antonio), 

Bill  Shomette  does  two  early  shows  daily. ..5:^5  to  6  and  6:15  to  6:30,  plus  farm 
weather  at  6:50-55  a.m.    The  station  has  two  other  programs  beamed  to  rural  intei^ests 

including  15  min.  of  news  in  the  noon  hour  Inquiring  Farm  Reporter  George  B. 

German  (WNAX,  Yankt on- Sioux  City)  tells  us  he's  taped  two  interviews  from  inside  the 
Black  Hills  buffalo  herd. ..and  will  shepherd  a  group  (of  people,  that  is)  inside 
South  America  this  fall. .. shuffles  off  via  air  on  Oct.  26. . .returns  Nov.  18. . . Welcome 
visitor  between  planes  at  the  Nation's  Capital  last  Sunday  was  Jack  Timmons  (ass't 
mgr.  KvJKH,  Shreveport )  ex-pres  of  NATRFD.    Enroute  to  speak  on  "selling  agriculture" 
at  Williamsburg,  Va. ,  thence  to  sales  business  in  N.  Y...Ee  still  talks  like  an  RFD. 
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COTTON  OUTLOOK  IS  DIMMED 


Use  of  U.  S.  cotton  this  marketing  year  will  probably  be  around  1U.5  million 
bales,    USDA's  outlook  and  situation  board  announced  yesterday.    This  compares  with 
disappearance  last  year  of  about  l6  million  bales.... a  million  to  lg  million  bale 
decline  is  expected  due  to  lower  exports  and  smaller  domestic  mill  consumption.  A 
carryover  of  J, 6  million  bales  foreseen  for  Aug.  1  is  15  percent  below  a  year  earlier 
...about  half  the  record  high  of  1956.    Acreage  planted  to  cotton  this  year  is  around" 
16.3  million  acres.    There  were  I5..8  million  a  year  earlier.    The  first  official 
estimate  of  production  is  due  out  Aug.  0. 

NEW  RULES  ON  PERISHABLES 


Revised  regulations  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act 
will  be  enforced  Mon. ,  Aug.  .1.    Revisions  were  announced  to  traders  in 
fruits  and  vegetables  on  May  31.    The  act  was  revised  after  a  four  year 
study  by  both  USDA  and  the  produce  industry. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Our  Television  Service  has  two  TV  packages  and  two  Video  news  bulletins  to  mail 
during  the  coming  week:    Bulletins  on  Gypsy  Moth  Damage,  and  the  Barcelona  Trade 
Pair. 

Packages  on  First  Aid  Tips  (for  exposure  to  poison  plants)  and  offer  of  new 
USDA  Bulletin  No.  1972,  "Poison  Ivy,  Poison  Oak  and  poison  Sumac,"  and  Boy  Scout 
Jamboree  with  eight  pix  of  events  in  Colorado  Springs. 

LIVELY  TOPICS  IN  OUR  LIBRARY 


New  and  yours  on  request.    Send  tape  for  dubbing. 

7A70    A  New  Thought  on  Plowing- -Belt sville  studies  the  disadvantages  of 

plowing  under  cover  crops,  and  Vince  Marcley  tells  of  findings. 

8A70    Tips  to  Poultrymen  Interested  in  Foreign  Markets- -Frank  Gordy, 
poultry  specialist  at  University  of  Delaware,  is  back  from 
Europe  and  a  looksee  for  our  poultry  industry.    He  foresees 
"tremendous"  marketing  possibilities. 

9A70    A  New  Star.'— Starr  Millet- -Reporting  from  Belt  sville,  Vince  Marcley 
of  ARS  tells  of  the  virtues  of  a  new  summer  pasture  development. 

COAST  TO  COAST 


Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here) --The  search  for  markets  abroad  discussed  by 
Frank  Gordy  of  Delaware,  and  Cliff  Carpenter  of  Foreign  Agric,  Serv. 

American  Farmer- -World  rice  situation,  on  ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  EDT  Sat. 

National  Farm  &  Home  Service--1!-  min.  farm  features  on  NBC's  Monitor,  9  a.m., 
noon,  12:30  p.m.  Sat.,  4:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun.     (This  weekend- -Little  United  Nations, 
int'l  farm  youth  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  by  Jack  Kreck  (WDAF,  Kansas  City);  Calif.  Farm 
Labor  Problem,  by  Bill  Adams  (KNBC,  San  Francisco);  Novel  Uoodcutter,  by  Conway 
Robinson  (WBAL,  Baltimore),  and  Forest  Fire  Story  and  Headlines  from  USDA.) 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

Sincerely, 
^ayne  Beaty,  Chief 

Enclosures  Radio  find  Television  Servl 


